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“l was sitting right over there the
eyl happened,” Cass Forkin eaid
aver lunch recently al the Dublin
Star Diner in Bublin, Fennsylva
mia, ahout an afternoon there in
March 2002, “T notwedid Diree older
women getting ready (o pav el
hill. All three were counting ant
thcir dedlars, one al g e, aod it
l[ooled like they were struggling
e aftord lunch, which was the
4,09 allyoucan-cal bullel”

Cass, 43, takes a sip of her jeed
fea bedore continuing. °1 ot the
sense thal going oul for luoeln was
a really big deal for these ladies
andl perhaps something that thev'd
Lo savinge upr for T houehl thal
seeied wrong, and [ decided that
[ was going to treal them.”

Causs called the wailress over,
slipped her 520 and told her she
wanted to cover the table's lunch.
Shier askerd the watlress W keep it 2
secrel, but the women were so
touched by a stranger’s generosity
that (hey comvineed the wallress tn
spill the beans, She pointed to Qwelr benefactor’s table, and
before Cass knew it, there were three teary-eyed, white
haired women standing: hefore her, whe made her stand
wp 5o they could hug her Cne told her, “We didn't know
there were people lilee vou anymore.”

For the next few monthe Cazzs, a divorced mother of
one, could not forget that woman™s words, 1 realized that
there were probably a lot of people who would give like 1
dird if they lmew what #n elderly person needed.”

Aind this was the simple start of Cass Forkin®s Twalisht
Wish Foundation, a charitable organization in Doylestown,
Pennsylvania, that helps the elderly achieve their dreams
{think Make-a-Wish lor seniors). She developed s
mission from previous work as a health-care consultant.
While vigiting nursing homes, she learned that many
residents feel “cvery day 33 ke the next day, and there s

By Leah Ingram

Twilight Wish volunteers
gather with Cass {cenler,
in red} ot their Plumstead,
PA, offices 1o look over
polentiel wishes o granL

nolthiing Lo look forward we” After further researching
services for the elderly, she discovered that grauts wre
available for senior citizens i thev're related to housing or
hiezlth care—bul not Happiness.

The foundation, wlich received official nunproll stalus
in July S003, began with loftr goals. "1 figured that senjors
woultd want things like massages and cruises,” Cass savs,
But when she had pursing home administrators informally
survey the residents of the very faciliies where she had
consulled, she heard remarkably simmple answers.

“Brothers whe were 92 and 94 wanled d rvadio in their
roof. A man in a wheelchair wanted a blanket for himself,

One woman wanted ketchup and salad dressing to put on

Leale Ingram is o writer arl ook suthior in New Hope,
Pennsyleanie, whao specializes in celehrations,
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her food. Twenty-four residents wanted stnffed animal="

Dne requested a tombstone Tor her deceased son, @ luxe
ury she couldn'l alferd. It became the first bona fide wish
that the Twilight Wish 'oundation fulfilled, in January
KM, Since the foundation was =011 =0 new and Tada'l start
vel Jund-raising, Cass was unsure she could pull 1t off. But
in the end evervthing was donated, from the headstons to
the landscaping. A local newspaper covered the story, then
anolher, Wishes started rolling in immediately.

The foundation first set age and income requrements
for qalify for g wish, bl Cass has sinee broadened its o
teria o “providing a fun experience that the recipients
have never had the tme or money 1o do themseives"

Siaters Gadl Bare of Wost Chester, Pennsylvania, and
Juanclle Mochel of Doylestown, Pennsylvania, contacted
Cass ghout their mother, Toanne Fuleoly, "FEver simee my
brevther John played dee hockey as-a leen, my mother, who
drove libm to all of his games, wanted to drive the Zambaon
ice resurtacing machine,” says Gail, 46, “She’s wlways
lalleeee] sbenal aL,”

Thetr mon, alse o lengtime Philadelphia Fivers fan,
was lurning Y in Apel amd hier children woere surprising
Fer widdy Gekels o Marel 20 Flvers hockey game. lohn,
whe lives in Texas, was going to be there, but Gail and
Tuameslbe, 54, wanted doodo something more, They kuew
(e swere kg o lol They contacted Cass only a week
Lcfore the game.

She ot started on their wish deghit away, Although she
initially discovered e Zamboni rides (two of which are
set aside tor fans at each game) were booked, Cass didnl
give up, The day before the game she called Gail: Joanne
werald ol hee Zumbont ride before the start of the next
day's game. Cass told the sisters to take their mother 1o 9
special entranee al b Wachovia Center. “When we were
ushered W a door marked PRvATE, 1 started 1o gel suspi-
cious,” recalls Joanne, Next thing she knew, she and Gail

cowere eacorted, loa special elosator thst took e o the
ice, They inumediately spotted the Zamboni awaiting them.,
“I was stapned when [ realized that they had really motien

me a rde,” says the 51 Joanne, who was simultancously
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£ felt like the queen
waving to her subjects.
It made me believe that
wishes can come true.,,

scared and overjoved at the prospecl. "I a big wachine,”

Coadl brelped Joanne, who's hed tao liee replacements,
climb an aimost vertical ladder to the top of the seven-foot-
tall machine. Joanne plopped hersell down nest W Lhe
driver. A fow seconds later they were off, "Unce we began
circling the rink, the fans were waving and Twas wavang. [
was having a ball,” savs Joanne: =1 fell lke the guecn way
i Lo her subjects.”

“We langhed and cred, but mostly beamed walching
her ooy hersell,” says Juanelle, When the ride was over,
Crail and Joanne rode another private elevator to the sky-
box where Juanelle and thedr Gamily were wailing, Allee o
conried of g, thoy settled o to cojoy the gane, "I made
e believe that wishes can come true,” Joanne says,

A tew davs later Cass recetvedd thank-yon nates lrom
Gail, Juamelle and Joanne, whoe included o 325 cheek lor
the Twilight Wish Foundation. (5o for, people have donal-
ed over S10,000 to Cass's case.)

From the beginning, one of Case's biggest fans has
been congressional representarive Jim Greenwood, whom
she called for help when her charitablesstalus paperwork
appeared o stall in Washingto.

“I thought it was a brilliant idea and one thar came
directhy fram her personal experence,” says Grecnwood,
“Wee mhl pet likde ideas and beainstorms of good things we'd
like to do, and 999 percent al them tade away, Cass petsa
hrainztarm and then just lurns i iote a bram Loroade”
Congressman Crecnwood and his 8)something parents
were among the puests of honor at Twilight Wish's Senior
Celehration Feent, held at the Dublin Star Diner on April
5, 20, This celebration, which 60 people attended, recog-
nized senior volunteers wha helped pet Twilight Wish off
the pronnd.

Congressiman Greenwood attributes Cass’s success in
part to Pennsylvania's large elder populatiom, According lo
the Pennsvivaniz Department of Aging, the state ranls
second (behind Florida) in elderly residents, with about
1.9 million people age 65 and over,

And Twilight Wish 1= helping them, oue persod at a
tirne. To date it has granted 111 requests, including the 24
stiffed animals thar the nursing home residents requestod
way bzck when, One recent wish was a surprise birthday
party for 2 72vear-old man. "His only wish was to have an
Litten fohn impersonator,” zays Casse, “I'd found an Elviy
and a Bifly Joel impersonator Bul ao Elton Jolu, was get
fing so frustrated that 1 thought of just calling Elton John
himeell.” she added, jokimg. Not sumprisingly, with eonough
determmuation, she found her Elton John impersonator al
the last minuts

Far more information on the fpundation, which hopes
Ly expined Lo states bevond Pennsylvania, visit the Wehb site
wvrw twilightwishfoundation.org or call B2 TWT-WISH. PG
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